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Introduction. 


\ 


8 A M very ſenſible the greateſt Part of what 
is offered in the following Eſſay, may be 
DJ found in Treatiſes already Publiſhed, and 

aca accordingly I have mentioned the Authors: 
aud yet poſſibly the Reader may find ſome 
things ſuggeſted, here and there, which be has not met 
with before. However, it does not fall to every one's Share 
fo have the Books cited; and ſome of them are rarely 
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to be ſeen in New- England: beſides, the Collating many 


things thus together, will ſave both Time and Pains to 


ſuch as have Libraries, and want Leiſure to ſearch 


Ihe ne. 


IF any ſhould inquire, what Occaſion there is at this 
Time of the Day for an Oration againſt Popery ; is the 
Proteſtant Intereſt in any Hazard from that Quarter © 
I anſwer, the Church Militant will never be out of 
Danger, and therefore ſhe has Watchmen ſet upon her 
Walls “; And tho our Lord F ESUS CHRIST will 
certainly make good his great Promiſe ; That the Gates 
of Hell ſhall never be able to prevail againſt bis -Charch, 
Mat. xvi. 18. and Dan. ii. 44.) Tet I know of no 
other Charter that any of the Proteſtant Churches in par- 
ticular have for their Security, than what runs with à 
quam diu ſe bene geſſerint, or in the Words of the Pro- 
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The INTRO DU CTION. 


Phet Azariah, 2 Chron. xv. 2. Hear ye me Afa, and all 
Judah, and Benjamin, The Lord is with you, Cor, will 
be with you, for it may be tranſlated in the future Tenſe ) 
while you be with him. Beſides which, the unſearch- 
able Sovereignty of GO D in his Diſpenſations of this 
Nature, is always to be remembred and adored. What 
became of the ſeven famous Churches in Afia, thoſe 
Golden Candleſticks among whom the Son of God once 
walked © Where are the flouriſhing and numerous Chri- 
ſtian Churches that were ſometime ſince in Bohemia, 
Hungaria, and Piedmont & But Oh ! thou Enemy | 
What Deſolations haſt thou wrought in our Days in 
France? The Time was * , when the Reformed could 
there count two thouſand one hundred and fifty 
Churches; in moſt of theſe two Miniſters, in ſome five ; 
the Church of Orleans had ſeven thouſand Communi- 
cants : Bat their Bodies now lye dead in the Street of 
the great City, Sc. Rev. xi. 7, 8. In the Tear 1686, 
not a ſingle Church left, or a reformed Miniſter to be 


ſeen in all that Kingdom. As to Great Britain; He 


muſe be a Stranger to the Britiſh Hiſtory that does not 


know hc frequently our Holy Religion, together with the 


Civil Liberties of the Nation, has been in the utmoſt 
Danger from the Days of Queen Elizabeth; ſometimes 


by ſecret Atteiupts, at other times by open Violence, 
thro” the Influence of the Feſuits, with their Aſſociates, 
and other Emiſſaries of the Clurch of Rome. And 


tho cur Britiſh Mountain, by the Divine Favour, ſeems 


at preſent to ſtand ſtrong, by tle Settlement of the Im- 


perial Crown of Great Britain in the Princeſs So HI, 
and the Heirs of her Body being Proteſtants ; Tet where 
is the Seer, that dare ſay to cur Jeruſalem, ber War- 


fare is accomplifized ® Ji bo among us can tell how long 


theſe Halcyon-days will laſt? Or, whether the Clouds 
may not return after the Rain. A great and learned 
Divine , ſpeaking of the Romiſh Church, has 6 of 

| | | Words, 


oe. 
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Mr. Hive, in his Sermon on the 3th Nov. 1703. 


The INTRODUCTION. 


Words, © The common Enemy is ſtill in Being, and hath 
vc great Power in the World, and we know not what 
« Advantages our too common Iniquities may, from the 
« Fuſtice of a righteous & O DP, give him againſt us, ſo 
c that we have no Reaſon to be ſecure”. And tho the 


Man of Sin, from the Days of the bleſſed Reformation- 


eſpecially, has been conſuming by the Breath of CHRIST's 
Month, yet he will not be deſtroyed till the Brightneſs 
of his Coming. And it is the Opinion of many Fudi- 
cious Divines, That immediately before the final Ruin 
of Antichriſt, there will be ſuch a Time (tho a ſhort 
one) for Diſtreſs of Nations, and of Tribulation to the 
Church of & O D, as the Ages paſt never ſaw. 


HOW near theſe great and laſt Changes of the Church 
and World are, with the exact Time and Order, wherein 
they are to be accompliſhed, are Matters too high for 
our Prophetical Chronologers : Whatever they may pre- 
tend to, the Arrows are beyond them: there is no fix- 
ing the certain Time for the Events of any Prophecy be- 
fore the Accompliſhment : (at the End it ſhall ſpeak, 
Habak. ii. 3.) 


AN D becauſe we know not when theſe Things, or 
the Coming of the Son of Man ſhall be, therefore the 


Churches, and all private Chriſtians, are ſolemnly charged 


(and it is at their utmoſt Peril, if they neglect it ) to 
Watch and Pray, Mark xiii. 13. & ult. to be ſober and 
vigilant, 1 Pet. v. 8. diligent, that they may be found 
of him in Peace, without Spot and Blameleſs, 2 Pet. iii. 
14. And not led away with the Error of the Wicked. 
And to mention no more, it is very obſervable, that the 
Church of Philadelphia, who had a gracious Promiſe of 
being kept from (or in) the Hour of Temptation that 
ſhould come upon all the World, to try them that dwell 
on the Earth, is yet awfully admoniſhed in thoſe Words, 
Behold, I come quickly, hold faſt that which thou haſt, 


that no Man (or no one, wnl:is } take thy Crown, Rev. 
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The INTRO DD . 


ö I have done with the Preface vio 7 hove ſaid, ha 
' the Reader muſt not expett here to find any thing 5 
2 general Charge againſt the Romiſh Chureh, (ſuc 
Work would fill Volumes, and has attually ſo doi ir 
7 Deſign of the Eſſay being only to open two Arca 
of her Indiltment; and yet Ex Pede Herculem, from 4 
Foot, by the Rule of Fr Proportion, we may maks an Be 
mate of the Man 
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To Explain that PAs s A0 in the 


REVE LATIONSs, Ch. xviii. ver. 1 3. 


—— And Slaves and Souls of Men, 


I being a Matter of ſuch mighty Conſe- 
Sl {1 quence to the People of GO D in the ſe- 
I [8 veral Ages of the Church, plainly to diſ- | 

cover Antichriſt, that ſo they might not 

Sz] © touch the unclean thing ”, but be ſepa- 
| rate; *Tis not to be wondred at, that the 

Horry Gnosr, in giving the Character of Myſtical 

Babylon, the Mother of Harlots, Sc. ſhould deſcend 

to ſuch Particulars as we meet with in this, and the 
receeding Chapter. For here we find the Apoſtate 
hurch deſcribed from her Poſture, Sitting, v. 3. 


ſaw a Woman Sit, &c. thus old Babylon Sat as a 


Queen: Her Garb and Attire, v. 4. ſhe was arrayed 
with Purple, and decked with Gold and pretious 


Stones, &c. Notice is alſo taken of her Complexion, 


and Condition ; She was Scarlet Coloured, and drunk 
with Blood ; the Blood of Saints and Martyrs, as ir 
follows in v. 6. And the better to find this ſtrange 

: = * W Woman, 


Ws. 
-{ 84 
* 
12 
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> =» The Merchandiſe of 
Woman, her Reſidence, or Place of Abode, is pointed 


out; the great City which reigned over the Kings of the 


Earth, viz. ROME; which was famous for its ſeven 


Mountains, and therefore called Civitas Septicollis. Vir- 


gil ſpeaking of Rome ſays, Septem gue una ſibi muro 


circumdedit Arces: And the Antient Romans had a 
Feaſt called Feſtum Septimontium. And becauſe great 
Cities are very much known and diſtinguiſhed by the 


Staple, or principal Wares they deal in; we have an 


Account of the Trade drove to, and from this Myſtical 
Babylon, by her Merchants and Chapmen ; and the 
very Commodities, as well thoſe Imported as Exported, 
are here enumerated. The Invoice, which indeed is very 
particular, begins at the 127% Verſe, with Gold and Sil- 
ver, and ends in the 1315 Verſe, with the VJaves and 


| Souls of Men, as our Engliſh Bible reads it. The Mar- 


gin indeed has it Bodies; The Words in the Original, 
are Ka owpuarov, rat , evSgoray ;, the true Mean- 
ing of which I ſhall now inquire into : And there bein 
the leaſt Difficulty with the Word Souls, I ſhall begin 
with that, tho” the other ſtands firſt in the Text. | 
IT muſt be acknowledged, that in Scripture, as well 
as in other Writings, the word Soul, is often taken figu- 
ratively for the e Perſon : yet on the other hand, 
the ſacred Hiſtorians, and other Writers, uſe the Word 
ya, and ſcarce any other, when they ſpeak of de- 
parted Spirits, or the Soul after its Separation from the 
Body ; as might be proved from innumerable Inſtances, 
were there occaſion. Homer, the Fountain of the Greek 
Language, for the moſt part, if not always, uſes the 
Word Jh, for the Ghoſts or departed Spirits of the 
Grecian Heroes *. But I need not labour this; our Pro- 
teſtant 


* N — — — — 

Tloanzs ig die uyas dd meaty 

Hepowy —— 
Engliſbed by Mr. Pope. 

That Wrath which hurl'd to Pluto's gloomy Reign, 

. The S O ULS of mighty Chiefs untimely ſlain. 
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8 Bodies and Souls of Men. 


teſtant Expoſitors being generally agreed, That by the . 
Word as in this Place, we are to underſtand Souls 
| departed. 


I proceed therefore to explain the Word c. Our 
famous Mr. Brightman reads it Bodies : The French Bi- 
ble renders the Word Eſclaves: Junius and Tremellius 
tranſlate it Mancipia; and ſo does the Vulgar Latin 
Bible, with many of the Criticks. It is probable, that 
which occaſioned our Tranſlators, together with Junius 
and Tremellius, and the Latin and French Bibles, to 
render the Word awuerer, Saves, or Mancipia, is a 
Paſſage in the Deſcription which the Prophet Ezekiel, 
Chap. xxvii. gives of the rich 'Trade and Supply of Tyre, 
ver. 13. Javan, Tubal, and Meſhec, they were thy Mer- 
chants ; they traded the Perſons of Men, as our Bible 
reads it, and ſo does the French. The Latin has it 
Mancipia ; Funius and Tremellius, Hominibus : But the 
general Opinion of Expoſitors is, that the Prophet E- 
"Y 2ekiel intends Servants, or Haves, that were fold at 
Tyre: And withont doubt the Allegorical Deſcription 
of Myſtical Babylon in this Chapter, is taken from that 
Prophecy in Ezekie/. But then as Mr. Brightman upon 
the Place obſerves, theſe Words in the Reve/ations have 
a far other Meaning than thoſe in Ezekiel : and upon 
the laſt Words in the Verſe, viz. and SHuls of Men, 
ſays, © The Horry Gros T ſeems to have changed 
* the Conſtruction of the Words of ſet purpoſe, that 
* he might note out the Difference between this Com- 
% modity, and all the other, eſpecially thoſe of the 
* Bodies; for theſe Words are not put in the Geni- 
ce tive Caſe, as it is clear in the Greek Text, but as 
% we have tranſlated it in the Latin; whereby it is 
* ſignified, that there is a diverſe, and diſtinct Con- 
*© ſideration made in the Place, of Souls and Bodies ”. 
Thus that Learned Man. 

THIS remarkable Diſtinction makes it the more 
ſtrange, that ſuch of our Proteſtant Expoſitors, as un- 
derſtand by the word , Spirits or ſeparate Souls, 

= * ſhould 


4 Nie Merchandiſe of, ©; 


ſhould render the preceding word coparSy Slaves + For 
Slavery is Conditio Perſona, and takes in the %, 


Man, to wit, Soul and Body, Conjunctim; whereas 


in the Text they are plainly enumerated as tuo diſtinct 


Species of Merchandiſe. 

BESIDES, I doubt upon Examination, even the Pro- 
teſtants will be found as much concerned in the Mer- 
chandiſe of Slaves, as thoſe of the Romiſh Religion, 
and fo it cannot be a CharaGeriſtic of the Apoſtate 
Church, which (as has been noted) is the great Deſign 
of the Context. 7 

I have already obſerved, That Mr. Brightman reads 
the Word cowarey, in this Place, Bodies: but then he 
applies it to the Sit gers, who are a Corpulent People, 
and furniſh the Pope with his ſtanding Guards. | 


SOME Learned Men have thought, that the 


wretched Subjection and Vaſſalage of the Princes and 
People in Europe, to the Church of Rome, eſpecially in 


the Ages preceding the Reformation, when the Popes 


treated them like Vaves, is here intended. 
OTHERS again are of Opinion, That by the 
Word coperar, we may very well underſtand, the Mer- 
chandiſe made by the Romiſh Church of the Bodies of 
Men while alive, in thoſe rigorous and unnatural Cha- 
ſtiſings of the Body, by Shirts of Mail, Haircloth, 


Whippings, and other Bodily Penances : which, tho? 


enjoyned and practiſed under pretence of ſpiritual Mor- 


tification, and for the Good of the Soul; yet upon 


occaſion may be diſpenſed with, and are commuted 
into Money, or ſome other Emolument to the Church, 


and fo. turned into Merchandiſe. But veritas rei, et 
veritas loci, are two different 'Things. 'The Queſtion is 


not what the Word c, in general ſignifies, or how 
it may be rendred in other Places? but what the Mean- 


ing of it is in this Invoice of the Merchandiſe of My- 
tical Babylon? | 


AND with Reverence to our Engliſh Tranſlators, 
and the other venerable Authors before-mentioned, I 
am of Opinion, That by the Word capariy, in the 

Text, 


Bodies and Souls of Men. c ® 


Text, we ought to underſtand the Dead Bodies of Men: 
To ſupport which, beſides what has been already men- 
tioned tending that way, I would offer the following 
Conſiderations. : 


1. Birft, It is well known, That the Romiſh Churches, 
for ſeveral Ages, have made Merchandiſe, as well of the 
dead Bodies, as the ſeparate Souls of Men: (as is pro- 
ved in the following Eſſay.) Now it we are to ſuppoſe 
the Holy Ghoſt in this Place, (as our Proteltant Ex- 
poſitors grant) Deſigns by the Word , the Mer- 
chandiſe which the Church of Rome makes of ſeparate 
Souls ; certainly it is as reaſonable to think, That by 
the Word cwperar, he ſhould point out another Brasch 
of their vile Trade, viz. that of the dead Bodies of 
Men. 


2. Secondly, The manifeſt Diſtinction in the Ori- 
ginal, and ſo between the .ä Species of Merchandiſe 
obſerved by Mr. Brightman, will be moſt effectually 
preſerved by this Interpretation of the Word voparer * 
for the So and Body are never ſo much contradiſtinguiſhed, 
as after they are ſeparated. And therefore Death is de- 
fined to be yoprepes wuyins x) cwuerEr, Separatic Anima 
et Corporis. 


3. Thirdly, And to mention no more, the Word 
gi is ſo rendred, not only by the Greek Authors 
and Lexicons, but alſo by the Tranſlators of the Bible 
in many other Places. *Tis likewiſe very obſervable, 
That the only Words uſed in the Septuagint and New 
Teſtament, for Servants and Bondmen, are Ata@& and 
Oixizus: And among the Antient Grecians aα was 
the Name of a Save, or the worſt ſort of Servants. 
Scapula, after he has rendered a5ua Corpus, eſpecially 
Corpus hominis, takes Notice that Plutarch, when 
| ſpeaking of burning the dead Bodies, expreſſes it in the 
Greek, by Kevgarres Ta oiparta, And in another Place, 
deſcribing the manner of Crucifying among the Romans, 

B 2 {ays, 


Agrest Number of Carcaſſes, 00144721 Nahum III. 3. 


The Merchandiſe e 


ſays, 7% gopers Toy nunetoueray Ne” ingiper Thy 
eauTs Sevevy, And Homer before-mentioned, uſes the 


Word dEr for the dead Body in the xxiv. of his Odyſ- 


ſes. One of the Grecian Heroes in Hades is repre- 
ſented as bewailing, That in ſuch a Battle, he and 
others were ſlain, but their Bodies lay neglected; Cor- 
pora neglecta jacent ; in the Greek it is oopar” axndia 
xerrat, Ec. f. The Septuagint in that remarkable Paſ- 
ſage of the young Prophet who was ſlain by a Lyon for 


his Diſobedience, and his Carcaſe Cor dead Body) caſt 


in the Way, renders it e&ue ſeven times running, 1 
Kings xiii. 14. and following Verſes *. As to the 
New Teſtament ; the Word adh, very frequently ſtands 


for the dead Body, and accordingly is ſo rendred. To 


inſtance in a few Places, Mat. xiv. 12. His Diſciples 
came and took up the Body, i. e. of Fohn ; cd. Mat. 
xxvii. 52. Many Bodies of Saints which ſlept; a@pare. 
Verſe 58. He went to Pilate, and begged the Body of 
7 ESV Sad. Luke xxiv. 3. And they entred in, 


and found not the Body of the Lord Jeſus ; dH. Acts 


ix. 40. And Peter turning him to the Body of Tabitha, 


who was dead; . And to mention no more, 1 Cor. 
XV. 44. It is ſown a natural Body; dna. 


HAVING thus ſtated the Meaning of the Word 
ooyaror, | proceed to make good the Charge exhibited 
againſt the Church of Rome, viz. making Merchandiſe of 
the Bodies and Souls of Men. EY : 


— 


9 * » * — F * 


f Schrevelius renders 09uaT4, Corpora, Servi. Hedericus Gwu dt, 
Corpus, Cars, Mancipium. Scapula likewiſe, but 'tis with an Item, 
allows the Word 6@pa ſometimes to ſignify Servus. So that 
Mancipium or Servi are but a ſecondary Acceptation of the Word, 
Corpus ſtands firſt, and therefore ought to be looked upon as the 
moſt proper. The Learned Monſieur Lenfant, in his Notes upon 
Mat. xxvi. 26. This is my Body, ſays the Word 09, ſignifies pro- 
perly a ac Eody without Blood. And the Syriack Trauſſation ren- 
ders the Wor cops by another, ſignifying a dead Careaſe. = 


8 Bodies and Souls of Men. 


1 begin with the BoDizs. 


N OW the Trade or Merchandiſe carried on by 
the Church of Rome, with the dead Bodies of Men, 
may be Comprehended under theſe two general 
Heads. | h 


1. Mortuaries, and Rights of Burial. 
2. Relicts and Pilgrimages. 


Firſt, MOR TUARIES. Our Eugliſo Law-Books 
tell us, That the ſecond beſt Beaſt (if the Defunct left 
Cattle) was claimed for the Mortuary ; if not, then a 
certain Sum of Money. And Mr. Selden in his Trea- 
tiſe of Tithes, ſays, The ancient Cuſtom, according 
ce to the Church-Canon, was to bring the Mortuary . 
* along with the Corps, when it came to be buried, 
« and to offer it to the Church as a Satisfaction for 
© the ſuppoſed Negligence the Defunct had been 
ce guilty of, in not paying of his Perſonal Tithes; and 
6 from thence it was called a Corſe Preſent” ; auTpoy Tov 
cr; a Ranſom for the Body. 


A 


THIS is certain, that upon Notice of the Death of 
any One, the Pariſh-Prieſt, Curate, or ſome ſpiritual 
Perſon, came and demanded a certain Sum of Money, 
by the Name of a Mortuary : and ſo exorbitant at 
length theſe Eccleſiaſtics grew, as to inſiſt upon a ninth, 
and ſometimes even for a third Part of the dead Man's 
Goods. This is taken Notice of in the Statute of the 
26th of Henry the VIII. So that at length the Par- 
lament were obliged firſt to reſtrain, and at laſt to a- 
boliſn this ill Cultom. Our Hiſtorians further tell us, 
That unleſs the Mortuary was paid, or ſecured to be 
paid by the Heir or Executor, the Deceaſed could not 
have Chriſtian Burial. And Dr. Burnet, (afterwards 
Biſhop of Salisbury) in his Hiſtory of the Reforma- 

| | | tion, 
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The Merchandiſe of 


tion , Lib. I. gives us a terrible Inſtance of their Cru- 


elty in this very Thing. One Richard Hun, a Mer- 
chant in London, was ſued by his Pariſh-Prieſt, for a 


Mortuary in the Court of the Popes Legate : and be- 


cauſe he brought a Pramunire againſt the Prieſt in the 


temporal Court, for bringing the King's Subje&s be- 
fore a Fyreign and Illegal Court, he was impriſoned in 


1 the Biſhop's Court for Hereſy ; and becauſe they could 
not find Matter ſufficient to put him to Death by Law, 


he was murthered in Priſon. 


RITES sf BU RIAL. Many and Superſtitious 
are the Ceremonies and Orders of the Romſh Church 


touching Burial, and of all which they take Care to 


make their Market. By ſome of their Canons, not only 
Heathens and Jews, but alſo Hereticks (under which 
Term, they always comprehend Proteſtants, and their 
Favourers) they that do not confeſs their Sins once a 
Year, and all Excommunicated Perſons, E9c. are ex- 
cluded from Eccleſiaſtical Burial. A flagrant Inſtance 
of this we have in our own Hiſtory in the Reign of 
King Fohy. The Kingdom of ENGL an, for ſix 
Years and three Months, was under an Interdi& from 
the Pope, during all which Time ms Indignamur) 
all that died, were buried like Dogs in Ditches and 
Holes; only ſuch as had purchaſed a Licenſe from the 
Pope. Among other Bulls of the Romiſh Church D. A. 
Gavin, in his Maſter-Key to Popery, Vol. I. reckons the 
Bull of the Dead fo called, Bulla Defundtorum. No 


Body can be buried either within or without the 


Church, except they have this Bull on their Breaſt, in 
token of their being ' Chriſtians. The Price of this 


Bull is two Reals of Plate: this goes to the Treaſure 


of the Church, and muſt needs amount to a prodigious 
Sum every Year. 
1 HEE 
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A Work which deſerved the uncommon Honour it met with; 
the Rev. Author having the Thanks of the Parliament for it. 


Bodies and Souls of Men. 9 
THE Y have alſo taken Care to appoint the Times, 
and Places for Burial. — Times, — not upon Feſtival 
Days, unleſs Neceſſity require it, and then, after Veſpers 
are celebrated. Places, — ſome of the antient Canons 
reſtrain Burials in Churches, and all abſolutely forbid 
burying any Bodies whatſoever near the Altar. But as 
ſacred as the Canons or Rules above-mentioned ſeem to 
be, they have been frequently bought off, and are yet dif- 
penſed with, whenever the Pope pleaſes. "WR 


2. Secondly, The Superſtitions Uſe of Relicks and the | 


Pilgrimages, conſequent thereupon. 


T HIS being one of the moſt profitable Branches of 
Trade carried on at Myſtical Babylon; I ſhall be the 
larger upon it. | 


THAT the Church of Rome not only carries on 
this unlawful 'Trade, but openly juſtifies and avows it, 
in Defiance of the Word of GO D, and the Canons of 
ſeveral Eccleſiaſtical Councils to the contrary, is noto- 
rious, and cannot be denied. Bellarmine, one of their 
great Champions, ſays in expreſs Words, © That the 
«© Relicks of the Saints, vis. the Bones, Aſhes, &c. 
© are to be adored : altho' not with the ſame kind of 
« Worſhip, as the Spirits of Saints; yet with more 
than human or civil Worſhip, viz. with religious 
« Supplication, Rites, Circumgeſtation, Thurification, 
« Sc.“. Petrie's Centuries, p. 45. And Father Alexan- 
dey, in. his Syſtem of Divinity, according to the Council 
of Trent, under the Title Re/icks, lays it down as a 
Theſis, that the honouring of Relicks is not repugnant 
to the firſt Commandment. 


IT is true, they endeavour to avoid the Charge of = 
dolatry, by alledging, That in the Honour they pay to 
the Relicks of Martyrs. and Saints, they don't adore them, 
but GOD whoſe Saints they are. | 
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THE Council of Trent ſettles the Matter thus; 
c The Relicks of Saints, that is, their Bodies, and Bones, 
& and Sepulchres where they are buried, are to be adored 
cc and reverenced, tho? with leſs Honour ſomewhat, than 
ce the Saints themſclves*”. That filthy Lucre was at the 
bottom of all this, was long ſince obſerved. and lamented 
by Mantuan, who 1s celebrated by Bellarmine for a lear- 
ned and godly Poet. | 


Penalia nobis, Templa, Sacerdotes, Altaria Sacra, 
1 _ Corong, Ignis, Thura,Preces : Calum eſt venale, Deuſque. 


14 AND Cornelius Agrippa, a Member of the Romiſh 
fi Church; a Doctor of Law, Counſellor and Hiſtoriogra- 
puer to the Emperor Charles the V. (in the XVI Cen- 
$i tury) an unexceptionable Witneſs, is yet more expreſs in 
the Point, in his Treatiſe de Vanit. Human. Scient. His 
Words tranſlated are theſe, © Covetous Prieſts and greedy 

« Men, ſeeking matter of their Avarice, not by Wood 
El « and Stones only, but by the Bones of the Dead alſo, 
5 « and Re/icks of Martyrs, have found Means of 2 
* neſs: they open the Graves of the Confeſſors, they take 
5 * out the Relicłs of Saints, and do ſell a Touch, or Kiſs 
of them”. And Dr. 70% Edwards, in his Introduc- 
tion to the Riſe and Progreſs of Popery, ſays, © The 
Prieſts greateſt Profits ariſe from the Dead: Theſe 
t bring in more Gain than the Living”. An ingenious 
+.» Traveller, to the ſame purpoſe obſerves, that in Italy the 
Dead maintain the Living. The vaſt Profit ariſing to the 
+:  feveral Popiſh Churches and Fraternities by theſe Relicks, 
have frequently occaſioned long and ſharp Quarrels and 
Law-ſuits between the Merchants of theſe Wares, as well 
for the Property, as the Poſſeſſion of them. "Theſe Conten- 
tions have been ſo fierce, and the Parties concerned ſo 
-) obſtinate in their ſeveral Claims, and often of the ſelf ſame 
Relicks, that they have not only mangled, but at length 
made Monſters of theſe coparaey ; ſome of their Saints 
having two Heads, others three Arms, and the like: 
* | | Much 
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Much of the ſame Nature with their vile Abuſe of the 
Croſs, concerning which, Eraſmus, the Harbinger of the 
Reformation, ſays, That if all the Fragments of Wood, 
« ſhown for the true Croſs of CHRIST), were gathered 
« together, they would load a Ship”. Thus mad are 
they upon their Idols. 


IT is a forrowful Thing, and even a Reproach to 
_ Chriſtianity, to find, by Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, the Pri- 
mitive Fathers, many of them ar leaſt, advancing ſo much 
towards this Superſtition, by their exceſſive Veneration 
for the Memory and Sepulchres of Martyrs and Saints, 
their too great Credulity of what was reported of Mi- 
racles being wrought, and Viſions ſeen at their Graves 7 
Even St. Auſtin himſelf has theſe Words, Who dare 
« deny that GOD, by ſacred Aſhes, Bones, and the 
© other Relicks of the Saints, works the ſame Sort of 
& Miracles, as were performed by Paul's Handkerchief, 
« Fliſha's dead Body, &c”. And Ferom, in the Opi- 
nion of Eraſmus, was very abuſive to Vigilantius, for op- 
poſing the Honour paid to the Relicks of the Saints. The 
Cloud was then indeed no bigger than a Man's Hand, 
but in a few Ages it covered the Heavens with Blackneſs. 
One of the firit Steps to this Superſtition, was the Conſe- 
crating the Places where the Martyrs, or any eminent 
Saints were huried, calling them Altars. At theſe Altars, 
the Chriſtians kept their Vigils; thither in the day time, 
eſpecially on ſet days, they would repair to offer their 
Sacrifices, as they called them; that is, Prayers, making 
Vows, Oblations, and even Celebrating the Sacraments : 
Bur this piece of Devotion being found chargeable and 
troubleſome, eſpecially for thoſe who lived at a diſtance ; 
they proceeded to tranſlate the Bodies of Martyrs and 
Saints, at leaſt ſuch as they called fo, to their Temples, 
or built Churches for them. The Emperor Conſtantine, 
in his devout Zeal, began this Practice: for Ferom tells 
us, that he tranſported the Bodies of Andrew, Luke, and 
Timothy, to Conſtantinople : And the Empreſs Conſtantia, 
as Agrippa betorenamed = us, {cnt to Gregory the 1 f, 

| tox 
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for the Head of St. Paul, or ſome part of his Body, to be 
interred at St. Paul's Church in Conſtantinople. And the 
common People following theſe Examples, would not ſuf- 
fer the Bones of the Primitive Saints to reſt in their 
Graves, but took them up, and carried them from Place to 


Place: And when they built and dedicated a Church to 


any of the Apoſtles, primitive Biſhops, or other Martyrs, 


if it were poſſible they would get either the entire Body, 


or at leaſt ſome Member, to be there interr'd with great 
Solemnity, whatever it coſt them : for the Original Owners 
and Poſſeſſors at length grew ſo cunning, as to ſet a 


good Price upon theſe ovyare in particular, as Eccle- 


fiaſtical Hiſtory informs us, St. Auſtin's Body, when tran- 
ſlated from Hippo to Sardinia, was purchaſed at a Hun- 
dred Talents of Silver, and a Talent of Gold, which makes 
40375 Pounds, Sterling Money *. 


THIS brought on thoſe ſuperſtitious Pilgrimages to 

eruſalem, Rome, Conſtantinople, and other holy Places, 
as they called them. Dr. Burnet in his Hiſtory before- 
mentioned tells us, © 'That there were believed to be a 
ce hundred thouſand Pilgrims at one time on a Jubilee at 
« the Tomb of Thomas Becket in Canterbury”. 

THE 5th Council of Carthage, Canon the 4th, ap- 
pointed expreſly, That no Altar ſhould be built, with- 
ec out the Relicks of ſome Martyr”. And the Council of 
Trent did in expreſs Terms decree, © Such Pilgrimages 
cc to the Sepulchres, and in Memory of Saints, to ask 
cc and obtain their Help, are godly and religious, and to 
cc be much uſed of Chriſtians”: and no wonder, fince it 
brought in ſo much Gain to the Crafts- men; for they 


took Care to manage theſe Pilgrimages to great Advan- 


tage many Ways, to mention but three, 
Birſt, 


3 
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*. This among other innumerable Inſtances, is an Imitation of 


the Superſtition of the ancient Romans, who frequently. purchaſed. 


and tranſlated Foreign Gods to Rome: The Statue of Apollo was pur- 
chaſed at 29062 7. 10 5. Sterl. That of Mercury at 32 29 J. 3s. 4 4. 
Arbuthnot's Tables of antient Coins. 
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Firſt, 'The Offerings made to the Shrine, and in Ho- 
nour of the 59wa of the Place, were very valuable. The 
Author but now named, in the ſame Book, acquaints us, 
That the Annual Oblations at Becket's Tomb, amounted 
to near a thouſand Pounds Sterling; and that King Lewis 
the ſeventh of France came over in Pilgrimage to it, and 
offered a Stone; reckoned to be the richeſt in Europe: So 
that this Shrine grew to be of ineſtimable Value; for 
when ir came to be broken by Henry the VIII. the Gold 
of it was ſo heavy, that it filled two Cheſts, which took 
eight Men a piece to carry them out of the Church. 


Secondly, THERE being, as has been obſerved upon 
theſe Solemnities, a great Concourſe of People, (ſuppoſed 
to come from a Principle of Devotion) the Prieſts had a 
fine Opportunity to put oft their Purgatory Maſſes, and 
other Popiſh Wares, and even forced the deluded Votaries 
to buy them. 


Thirdly, AND to mention no more; upon theſe Oc- 
caſions alſo theſe Sharpers would ask A/ms for the Poor, 
and then take it for 7hemfetves, under the Notion of their 
own Vow of perpetual Poverty. For theſe Reaſons this 
Superſtition became ſuch a Noli me tangere, that Perſons 
have been grievouſly perſecuted, and even to Death, for 
only declaring againſt this Folly. 


M s. Fox in his Martyrology gives many Inſtances of 
this kind. One William Sweeting put to Death, for 
ſaying to his Wite, That it would be better for her to 
tarry at home, and attend upon her Buſineſs, than to go 
upon Pilgrimages. Iſabel Merwyn was alſo put to Death 
for ſaying, She would go no more upon Pilgrimages while 
fhe lived, for all Saints (favs ſhe) are in Heaven; with 
many others, as I find them cited by Willet in his Synop- 
ſis Papiſmi. 


J my ſelf being at Coruna in Spain, in the Year 1697, 
ſaw more than an hundred Men and Women, paſſing thro? 
C 2 that 
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that City on a Pilgrimage, to the Shrine of ſome noted 


* Romiſi Saint, at to or three hundred Miles Diſtance 
15 from their own Habitation. 


THERE is ſcarce a Church of any Note or Figure 
in all the Romiſh Countries, but pretends to have, and 
at proper Seaſons to expoſe the Re/zcks of ſome Saint; 
and the Council of Milan preſcribe certain Rites to be 
obſerved in ſhewing thoſe Relicks, in order to excite the 
Faithful to the Veneration of them. 


WE have already noted, that the Pretence of Mira- 
cles wrought, and Viſions ſeen at the Sepulchres of the 
1% Saints, was one thing that gave Riſe to this Superſtition, 
and was alledged by the Romiſh Church in their Juſti- 
wn fication : Bur leaſt theſe forged Miracles, or lying Won- 
ders, ſhould multiply too much, the Council of Milan 
. Enact, 'That there be no new Miracles publiſhed or 
T9 ce admitted, no new Relicks received, without the Know- 


ce ledge and Approbation of the Biſhop”. And the Coun- 


jk cil of Lateran ſays, © It muſt be with the Authority 
3% and Approbation of the Roman Pontiffꝰ. That theſe 
11 5 Relicks, or the moſt of them, were counterteit and forged, 
IE is moſt certain, and Numbers of them have been detected 


. and found to be the vileſt of Impoſtures. This is a Fact 
„ ſo notorious, that many learned, well-diſpoſed Men of 


z q their own Church, have been aſhamed of it: And there- 
1 fore Pope Innocent the third decrees, That“ Prelates 
+086 «© ſhould not ſuffer thoſe who come to their Churches to 


* Werfhip, to be deceived with ſalſe and feigned Relicks, 
« as the Cuſtom has becn in divers Places for Lucre 
© Sake”. But alas! this Decree ſignified little; for 
Dr. Burnet in his Travels tells us, That the Popes of the 
two laſt Centuries have ſprung ſuch a Mine of Relicks 
in the Catacombs of Rome, as will ſupply that Church 


© _ with aa incxhauſtible Magazine of Bones. 
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AND Mer. Monroe, who likewiſe was at Rome, and 
viewed thoſe Mortuary Caves, acquaints us, That ſome 
Authors, 
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Authors, eſpecially the Advocates for Relicks, will have 
them made by the Primitive Chriſtians; adding, That 
in the Times of Perſecution they lived, held their Aſſem- 
blies, and laid up the Bodies of Martyrs and Confeſſors 
in them. This, ſays the ſame Author, is the Account 
that prevails at Rome, and conſequent to it, there are 
Men kept conſtantly at work in them. 


AS ſoon as thoſe Labourers diſcover a Repoſitory, 
with any of the Marks of a Saint about it, Intimation 
is given to the Cardinal Treaſurer, who immediately ſends 
Men of Probity and Reputation to the Place. Where 
they find a Palm painted or engraven, or the Cypher 
X. p. which is commonly read, Pro Chriſto, or a ſmall 
round Projection in the Side of the Gallery, a little be- 
low the Repoſitory ; what is within it, is carried to the 
Palace (there to be diſpoſed of for the beſt Advantage :) 
Many of theſe Projections we have ſeen open with Pieces 
of the Vials in them: The Glaſs indeed was tinctured, 

and *tis pretended that in theſe Vials was conſerved the 
Blood of the Martyrs, which was thus laid up nigh their 
Bodies, towards their Heads, to diſtinguiſh them from 
thoſe of the others, that were not called to the Honour 
of laying down their Lives for the Faith of the Goſpel. 
But this Opinion is learnedly and effectually refuted as 
well by Dr. Burnet, in his Travels before-mentioned, as 
| Mr. Monroe, by Arguments and Authorities, too long 
to be inſerted in this Eflay. 


AND Senior Bencini, a learned Bibliothecary at 
Rome, acknowledged to Mr. Monroe, that the ſo famed 
Cypher X. p. pretended and inſiſted upon, to be the 


Marks of a Martyr, was in Uſe among the Antients 
long before Chriſtianity began, 


AS to the Inſcriptions of ſome Names at large, and 
Painting found in ſome of the Repoſitories, a learned 
Antiquary confeſſed to Dr. Burnet, That the Names 
were modern, and the higheſt Antiquity that could be 

aſcribed 
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aſcribed to the Painting, was 600 Years : So that both 
theſe learned Travellers agree, That there is no Proof, 
either of the Chriſtians building theſe Catacombs, or of 
the Martyrs or Confeſſors being buried there; and that 
if they were, it is impoſſible to know and diſtinguiſh 
their Bones from others: And thereupon conclude, that 
theſe Catacombs, were firſt the Burying- places of the 
Antient Romans, tho afterwards ſome Chriſtian Bodies 
might be alſo there laid up f. So that in all Probability 
the Bones even of the Roman Slaves, or at leaſt thoſe 
of the meaner Sort, are now ſet in Silver and Gold, with 
a great deal of other coſtly Garniture, and ſent over the 
World, to feed a Superſtition that is as blind as it proves 
Expenſive. 


IT is very natural to ſuppoſe, That even among theſe 
ſuperſtitious Worſhippers themſelyes, ſome would be un- 
der a Concern leaſt they ſhould be miſtaken in the Object 
of their Devotion: But for the Eaſe of ſuch ſcrupulous 
Conſcĩences, the Council of Milan declares, That © he is 
& guilty of no Sin that worſhips the Relick of one Saint 
9 — another: And to compleat the Matter they ſay, 
© 'Tho? the Relicks worſhipped fhould appear to be no 
6 Saint at all, yet the Worſhipper is innocent ”. Thus at 
length was this Myſtery of Iniquity fmiſhed. And thus 
5 dile has Rome Papal, that Mother of Harlots, made 
Ws her ſelf with the Dead Bodies of Men; and her ſtately 
1 Temples, or Edifices, which ought to be Houſes of 
| Prayer, for the Reception and Entertainment of true and 
155 ſpiritual Worfhippers, are like to painted Sepulchres, full 
444 of dead Mens Bones, and all Uncleanzeſs, Mat. xxiii. 27. 


I now proceed to the ſecond Part of the IndifFment, 
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The famous Sir Iſaac Newton is of Opinion, That theſe Cata- 
combs. were the Caves and firſt Habitations of the Aborigines of 
Italy. | 
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Bodies and Souls of Men. 


THE Merchandiſe made by this Idolatrous Church 
of Souls ſeparate from the Body, 4uxas auß pu. 


THIS I ſhall comprehend under three Heads, viz. 
1. Canonization. 
2. Vows. And, 
3. Maſſes for Souls in Purgatory. 


1. Firf, CanonizaTion. The Canonizing of 
Saints is defined by Bellarmine, as he is quoted by Mr. 
Fillet, to be, © The public Determination and Sentence 
<« of the Church, whereby Men that are dead, are judged 
ce to be Saints, and worthy of Honour and Worſhip ; as 
© to be pray'd unto, Temples and Altars to be ſet u 


c in their Names, holy Days to be appointed for them, 


© and their Relicks to be adored” : And the ſame Bel- 
larmine ſays, That © it appertains only to the Pope to 
« Canonize a Saint for the whole Church; and that none 
« ought to be acknowledged for Saints, but they that 
ce are fo Canonized by him; and that herein the Pope 
« is of ſo Infallible a Judgment, that he cannot err in 
« Canonizing of Saints, becauſe that ordinarily none are 
« Canonized, which have not been known to work Mi- 
« racles ”. The ſame Bellarmine acquaints us, That 
Leo III. was the firſt Pope that Canonized a Saint. This 
blaſphemous Power, notwithſtanding what Bellarmins 
pretends, was fo abuſed at length, that ſome of the vi- 
leſt of Men were ſet up for Saints, and worſhipped ac- 
cordingly. Even Thomas Becket before-named, was Ca- 
nonized by Pape Alexander, under a Pretence that ſome 
Miracles were wrought by him; and the Name of 
the Cathedral Church at Canterbury, was altered from 
Chriſt's Church to St. Thomas Becket's: And yet at the 
ſame time, the Sorboniſts f maintained, in their publick 
Diſputes, He was juſtly Condemned for Rebellion: and 

there- 
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A Univerſity of Divines at Paris. 
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therefore his Shrine was put down in the Reign of Henry 

VIII. and his Bones burnt by Order of the Lord Crom- 

well. Agrippa before-named ſays, © There are many 

that held heretical Opinions, who were counted in the 

* Canon of Saints”. Bonnaventure, who was guilty of 
Blaſphemy, in aſcribing the Work of Salvation to the 
Virgin Mary, as may be ſeen in his Ladies Pſalter, is 

one of the Popiſh Saints. This, with much more to the 

ſame purpoſe, may be ſeen at large in the Synopſis Pa- 

piſiui, betore-mentioned. 


NOR is this Trade of making of Saints yet given 
over; no Century paſſes, but ſeveral new Saints are 
added to the Popzſp Calendar. And it is not to be 
ſuppoſed, that the Roman Pontiff will make fo valuable 
a Preſent as that of a new Saint, to any of the Churches 
or religious Orders for nothing : 'This, like the antient 
Freedom among the Romans, muſt be purchaſed with a 
great Sum. At the ſame Time, the Popes Brokers don't 
ſtick at the Price; ſince they are ſure of making their 
I Money again of the Shrine, with great Advantage ; for 
5 as Dr. Edwards, in his Treatiſe of the Idolatry of the 


8 Church of Rome, obſerves, A new Saint at firſt, and 
„ * fo for a conſiderable Time, gets the better of all the 
2 « reſt.” D. A. Gavin before- mentioned ſays, The Sum 
* ſettled by the Pope for the making a Saint, is One hun- 
. dred thouſand Crowns. | 
2. Secondly, A ſecond Branch of the Merchandiſe 
ah made by the Church of Rome of the Souls of Men, is 
1% the making and paying of Vows to Saints, or ſuch as 


Beth: are Canonized by the Pope. 


10. HAVING hinted at ſomething of this Super- 
ny ſtition already, under the Heads of Relicks and Pilgri- 

| mages, I ſhall ſay the leſs here; not but that it very 
well deſerves to be inſiſted on, and expoſed. 


THIS 
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THIS Piece of Idolatry is a Branch of that Adora- 
tion, which the Church of Rowe ſay is due to Saints, in 
theſe Words, © Vows may be made to Saints properly 
« as unto GO D, tho? not altogether in the ſame man- 
© ner”. And they are encouraged to that Degree, that, 
contrary to all Laws, divine and humane, Husbands are 
deprived of the Power of hindering their Wives from 
making them. 


THE Matter of theſe Vows is various, according to 
the Humour or Condition of the Perſons that make 
them. One will vow to go a Pilgrimage to ſome Saint, 
or holy Place : Another, to enter into ſuch a Religious 
Society, or do ſuch a piece of Service, for the Honour of 
the Church : Others again, to offer a Sum of Money, or 
ſuch a particular Preſent to this or that Saint, Image, So- 
ciety, or pious Uſe. 


AND as the making theſe Vows, is very much re- 
commended by the Doctors of the Romiſh Church; fo 
the Performance of them as rigidly inſiſted on by the 
Confeſſors, who to that End, diligently inquire, among 
other Things, of the Perſons that come to be Confeſſed, 
What Vows they are under, and how they have been 
complicd with; and thoſe of them that are not origi- 
nally for Money, may be changed into a pecuniary Mulct, 
and ſo made Merchandiſe. 


B UT we ſhall ſee a much greater Abomination than 
this, in the Chambers of the Romi/b Imagery. 


3. Thirdly, 1 proceed therefore to the third and laſt 
Branch of the Merchandiſe made of Sous departed by 
the Church of Rome, which I propoſed to ſpeak to, vi. 
the Redeeming Souls out of Purgatory, by the Help of 
Maſſes, Praycrs, and Indulgences, 


D THIS 
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THIS is generally reckoned to be the deepeſt Cor- 
ruption, and the moſt profitable Invention that ever 
that Church was guilty of; and fo peculiar to Rome 
Papal, That Mr. Willet obſerves, No other Church in 
Chriſtendom, even the moſt erroneous, has ever taken it 
up; And the Prophet's Charge againſt idolatrous IJſrael 
may be here fitly apply'd, They have ſeparated themſelves 
to that Shame *. 
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TH E Pope's Purgatory, for ſo it may properly be 
called, is defined by the Romiſh Church, to be © a cer- 
< tain infernal Place in the Earth called Purgatory, in 
« the which, as in a Priſon-houſe, thoſe who were not 
< fully purged in this Life, are fully cleanſed and pur- 
ec ged by Fire, before they can be received into Hea- 


r yen”. 
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ja I T is not to be wondred at, that this Monſter ſtuck 
5 ſo long in the Birth: for tho* it was in a ſort conceived 
by the Monks, between the fourth and ſixth Centuries, 
1 and in the following Ages formed and faſhioned by the 
Biſhops and Popes of Rome ; yet it was not perfectly 
delivered till the Year 1439; and then this damnable 
Doctrine was made an Article of Faith by the Council 
1 of Horence, and he was curſed to Hell that did not be- 
Ty lieve it. 


1 * IN the next Century, the Council of Trent eſtabliſhed 

| it yet further. The Words of the 19" Article of the |/ 
"= Trent Creed are, © I do ſtedfaſtly believe that there is 
17 % a Purgatory, and that the Souls therein detained are 

| * helped by the Prayers of the Faithful”. 


THE third Canon of the Council of Trent, Ana- 
thematizes all thoſe who ſay, the Sacrifice of the Maſs 
| pro- 


PW 
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ofits only him that takes it, and that it ought not to 

offered for the Satisfaction of the Sins of the Livin 
and the Dead. Bellarmine indeed tells us, That this 
Doctrine muſt be underſtood only of Venial Sins, and not \| 
ſuch as are Mortal, for the latter he grants ſend Men ro 
Hell directly. | 


ONE great Point yet remained; and that was to 
make this wonderful Power of delivering Souls out of 
Purgatory, a Prerogative, or peculiar to the See of Rome, 
and fix it in the Pope, that fo the Profits might all cen- 
tre with him. Thereupon the Canoniſts and great Doc- 
tors of that Church declare, That Biſhops and other 
inferior Prieſts cannot apply Indulgences to the Dead; 
ce it belongs only to the Pope”. Among others, Foban- 
nes Angelus affirms, © The Souls in Purgatory are under 
tc the Pope's juriſdictionꝰ; and Father Alexander, in 
his 5" Tome, Title Indulgences, ſays, Non vivis ſolum 
ſed etiam defunctis proſunt Indulgentiæ e Summo Pon- 
tifice, pro illorum levamine conceſſe illiſque ſpeciatim ap- 
plicat&. 


THUS the Romiſh Church at length eſtabliſhed 
the Doctrine of Purgatory in all the ſeveral Articles of 
it, Having done this; The next Thing was to ſet up 
a Trade upon this Foundation, and to make Merchan- 
diſe of it, for that was the main Thing deſigned all 
along. Hereupon the Biſhops, Prieſts, and Religious 
of all Orders, were ſet to work, to draw in the ſuper- 
ſtitious People to purchaſe theſe Maſles, Prayers, E9c. 
at ſuch Rates, as they were pleaſed to ſet upon them, 
in order to redeem the Souls of their Anceſtors, Children, 
and other Friends, out of Purgatory. This Work was 
ſoon accompliſhed, and the great Point quickly gained, 
thro* the Craft and Deluſion of the Pope's Agents: for 
the World in thoſe Ages, as it was propheſied, wondred 
after the Beaſt, and being given up, Sacro ſancta Dei Ira, 
to ſtrong Deluſions, they believed Lies. The Merchants 
and Chapmen of Rome, like Locuſts, ſwarmed all over 
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| the Chriſtian World, and with the greateſt Impudence, 
thoꝰ under the Cloak of Piety and Compaſſion to Souls, 


bartered away theſe Commodities, for that which was 
much better, Money, Lands, or any 'Thing elſe of value 
they could get. | 


THIS wretched Trade was carried on with ſo muchFrand 
and Wickedneſs, for ſo many Ages, that *tis impoſſible, 


as Biſhop Burzet obſerves, to read the Account of it, 


without both Amazement and Indignation. And yet out 


of this very Eater, at length there came forth Meat; 


for the infamous Sale of Indulgences from Pope Leo the X. 
in Saxony, was the very Thing, which firſt diſguſted Lu- 
ther againſt the Church of Rome, and happily engaged 
him in the glorious Reformation. 


OUR Engliſb Hiſtories and Law-Books furniſh us 
with very authentick Proofs and Inſtances of the indefa- 
tigable Pains, inſatiable Avarice, and vile Frauds of theſe 
Purgatory Merchants. How they would ſollicit, and even 
ſometimes force Men and Women, living or dying, to de- 
vote or give away ſuch a Part of their Eſtates for this 
pious Uſe of redeeming Souls out of Purgatory f. This 
at length, as an ingenious Man obſerves, inſpired them 
with that inhuman Cruelty and Barbarity, as made 
them defire the Death of all Men. This Remark con- 
firms that Latin Verſe quoted by the famous John 
Huſs, in one of his Sermons, ſpeaking of the Avarice 
of the Prieſts, and the Gain they make of Purgatory 
Maſſes. | 

De Morbo Medicus gaudet, de Morte Sacerdos. 


NOR 


. * * 
63 L 
x . . 


+ The Popiſb Synod held at Dlamper in India, Anno 1599, among 
other Decrees Enacts, That all ſuch as die worth 2000 Fanoins, 
** and have left nothing for a' certain Number of Purgatory Maſ- 
«* ſes, ſhall have ſo much taken out of their Eſtates, before the 
© Diviſion among the Eeirs, to be applied for the Uſe aforeſaid”. 
Dr. Geades's Hiſtory of that Synod, Page 260. 
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NOR were they kinder to one another ; for at the 
Death of Clergymen, the Pope challenged for himſelf all 
their Eſtates that were raiſed out of the Revenues of 


the Church; ſo that a rich Clergyman could no ſooner 


fall fick, but the Pope's Colleffors were gaping about 
him for his Goods, and ſet Guards preſently about his 
_ Houſe : That by this, Biſhops have been deſerted upon 


their Death-beds, and famiſhed for want of Meat to 
eat*. . 


THE firſt Thing theſe ſpiritual Factors laid their 


Hands on for Returns to Rome, was the Money and mo- 


veable Treaſure of the Nation ; but they could not ſtop 
here, they had their Eye upon the ſolid Eſtate of the 
Kingdom, in order to make a Land-Bank of theſe new 
Bills: This alſo (to the Shame of our Anceſtors be it 
ſpoken) was ſoon effected, and a great Part of the Terre 


of England, beſtowed upon religious Houſes, or for ſome 


pious Uſe, as it was called, upon no other Confideration, 
than a certain Number of theſe Indulgences for the Re- 
demption of Souls out of Purgatory. 'This, Biſhop 
Burnet, in his Expoſition of the Articles of the Church 
of England, No. 22, ſays, was expreſled in the very Deeds 
of the Land : And he further obſerves, that theſe En- 
dowments, thro' the Profuſeneſs the World was then 
wrought up to by the Subtilty and vile Pra&ices of the 


Romif Clergy, increaſed to fo vaſt a Degree; that if | 


the Parliament of England had not by ſeveral Ha- 
tutes of Mortmain reſtrained this crying Abuſe, the ver 
Conſtitution of the Nation might in Time have been 
ſubverted, and the Temporalities wholly ſubje&ed to 
the Sp;rituality, and in time the People have been all 


Tenants or Farmers to the Clergy. For which Reaſon, 


he is clear in the Point ; That the States and Princes of 
Chriſtendom were at full Liberty, upon the Diſcovery of 


theſe 


* Peter de Moulin, in his Treatiſe of Papal Uſurtations, Book 4. 
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theſe Impoſtures, to void all the Endowments that had 
followed upon them, and either to apply them to better 
Uſes, or to reſtore them to the Families from which they 
had been drawn, if that had been practicable, or to con- 
vert them to any other Uſe. Thus that learned Man. 


THIS Rule was notably put in Practice by our 
King Henry the VIII h, with the Advice and Aſſiſtance 
of thoſe two famous Worthies, Thomas Cromwell Earl of 


Eſſex, and Archbiſhop Cranmer. | 


I'T muſt be acknowledged, that through the tender 
Mercy of God, when the Day ſpring from on High 
viſited ſo many of the Nations at the Reformation, the 
Riches of this Merchandiſe we are treating of, in one 
Hour, as the Prophetical Phraſe is, came to nought in 
the Proteſtant Countries; ſo that no Man, i. e. no wiſe 
Man, no good Proteſtant, would buy of it any more, Rev. 
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1 xvili. 11. Vet alas! there are Millions that continue, 
"Y and it is to be feared willingly, to be impoſed on, and 
* cheated with theſe Wares, even to this Day: for this is 
FN an Iniquity that will not be purged from the Romiſh 
14 Church till ſhe die. 

i 4 A modern 'Traveller, in a Book entituled, The Frauds 
.* of Romiſh Monks and Priefis, Vol. I. Letter 5. informs 
us, that the Society of the Souls in Purgatory is the moſt 
48 | general Confraternity of all their religious Orders, as 
6 belonging to all Churches, and to all Prieſts, as well 
9. ſecular as regular; and that there is never a Village in 
5 Italy, how ſmall and inconſiderable ſoever, which has 
: I} not a Confraternity for the Souls in Purgatory, 

1 AMONG innumerable other Frauds committed by 
PM the Prieſts in the Sale of theſe Maſles to the People, 
a || recounted by this Author, I ſhall ſingle out one, and fo 
* draw to a Cloſe of the Diſſertation. © Tis a common 
Ws « Practice, he ſays, when any one ſends Money to a 
98 «« Convent, for a hundred Maſſes, they content them- 
uy | « ſ{clves 
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cc ſelves with ſinging one, with the Aſſiſtance of the 
« Deacon and Sub-Deacon : (tis the Prior or Guardian 
<« of the College that ſings) © They call this, a Maſs 
« ſung, a ſolemn Maſs”: and they maintain that one _ 
of theſe Maſſes is an equivalent to a great Number of 
common ones. This Stratagem they call, making a Re- 
auction: And tho" Pope Innocent the XI. diſcountenanced 
this Practice; yet he and his Succeſſors indulged them 
in another that ſerves the Turn as well, and that is, eele- 
brating a Maſs or two at a privileged Altar, which as 
infallibly delivers a Soul out of Purgatory, as a thouſand 
at any other : (this no Proteſtant will deny) But then 
theſe privileged Altars are not obtained from the Pope, 
without great Sums of Money. 'Thus indeed the Pope 
has outwitted the Prieſts ; but the Cheat is Rill the 
fame to the People ; for the Maxim of that Church is, 
S Populus vult decipi, decipiatur. 


NOR is this Merchandiſe of the Bodies and Souls 
of Men carried on only among the Romiſh Countries in 
Europe; for the Merchants of myſtical Babylon are of 
late opening a 'Trade with theſe wretched Commodities 
in India, China, and other Ends of the Earth*f. How 
far they may ſucceed in their Miſſions, and deceive 
the Nations, we know not: but would hope better 
Things for them, and Things that accompany Salvation; 
ſince God has of late Years ſtirred up the Spirit 
of ſome of the Proteſtant Princes of Europe, particu- 
larly the late King of Denmark (to his immortal Ho- 
nour) to eſtabliſh a Proteſtant Miſſion at Trangquebar, 
on the Coaſt of Malabar in India, to bring thoſe poor 
People to the Knowledge of the Truth, and the Obe- 
dience of Faith, that ſo they may be ſaved. 


AND 


n * _y 8 
— 9 
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* See Dr. Geddes Hiſtory of the Church of Malabar, and Synod 
of Diamper ; and the curious and edifying Lerters of the Jeſaits, 
from their foreign Miſſions. Publiſhed Amo 1707. 
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AN D though the firſt Worthies employed in this 
pious Work, the Reverend and Excellent Zzegenbalgh and 
CGrundler, ( Apoftoli noſtrorum temporum ) are dead in 
the Lord, and Reſt from their Labours ; yet the great 
Lord of the Harveſt has thruſt forth other Labourers : 
And we underſtand by late Letters from thence, that 
the _ Work is carrying on with great Hopes of 
Succeſs. | 


HAVING now finiſhed the Eſſay I propoſed, I ſhall 
diſmiſs it with the following Reflections. And, 


1. Firſt, T H E making Merchandiſe of the Souls and 
Bodies of Men, gives us a Specimen of the exquiſite 
Policy of the Church of Rome. Merchandiſing has al- 
ways been eſteemed a Myſtery that required a great 
deal of Wiſdom to manage it to Advantage; Accor- 
dingly we read of the Prince of Tyrus, that by Wiſ- 
dom and Underſtanding in Traffick, he got and in- 
creaſed his Riches, Ezek. xxviii. 4, 5. There was ſcarce 
any Commodity then in the known World, but what the 
Merchants of Tyre (that great Emporium in her Day) 
traded in, and enriched themſelves by; as we find at 
large in the Deſcription of the Wealth and Trade of 
that City, Chap. xxvii. of the ſame Prophet. But neither 
they, nor the wiſe Men of antient Babylon, ever dreamt 
of making Merchandiſe of Ghoſts and dead Bodies: this 
was a Reſerve for myſtical Babylon, and is a Maſter- 
piece of Popery. 


TH E Princes and States of Europe, with all theit 
Wiſdom, find it difficult enough to raiſe and keep up 
their Revenues, by "Taxes on the Polls and Eſtates 
of their Subjects while Living; but the Politicians of 
Rome * have found out Ways and Means for the raiſing 

in 


* . — * 


lll 


f The 1:alians value themſelves not a little upon their Refined 
Policy. | | 
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incredible Sums of Money from the Dead, ſufficient to 
maintain the Pope with his Cardinals, and other Eccle-= 
ſiaſticks, in a Grandeur and Luxury, equal, if not ſupe- 

rior, to the richeſt Court in Europe f. But then, | 


2. Jecondly, WHAT an amazing Guilt muſt the A- 
poſtate Church lie under on the Account of this mer- 
chandiſing the Bodies and Souls of Men ? If it be a 
great Impiety, as one obſerves, to abuſe dead Bodies, ef- 
pecially in thoſe that believe, and look for their Reſur- 
rection; how aggravated muſt this Iniquity be, when 
they are thus made the Inſtruments of Idolatry? An 
high Affront of the Divine Majeſty, much of the fame 
Nature with what we find idolatrous 1/#ael charged in 
the Days of Ezekiel, Chap. xliii. 7,8. Son of Man, the 
Place of my Throne, and even my holy Name have they 
defiled, with the Carcaſſes of their Kings in their bigh 
Places. 


THIS great Abomination of the Romiſh Church has 
been Matter of Scandal to the Chriſtian Name and Re- 
ligion, even among JInfidels. A notable Proof of this 
may be found in 1ſt. Vol. of the curious Letters before- 
mentioned, pag. 40. Father A. Arnedo, a Spaniſh Je- 
ſuit, in his Letter from Sinoa, dated July 1700, in the 
Account he gives of a Perſecution raiſed upon the Chri- 
ſtians in Cochin-china, takes particular Notice of the p 
Treatment the King of that Country gave their Relicks {if 
(of which ſome were entire Bones :) The King taking. 
theſe into his Hands, and ſhewing them to thoſe of his 
Country, Behold (ſays he) how far theſe Chriſtians fl 
ce carry their Impiety, ſo as to diſturb the Bones of the 4 
« Dead in their Graves, than — what can be more 
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I Dr. Tho. Barnet, in his Treatiſe, De Staru Mortuorum et Reſur- 
Fr Chap. 4. ſpeaking of the Profits ariſing to the Romiſb 
Church by the Doctrine of Parg atery and Relicłt, calls it, Auri 
. Fodina quayis Indis ait | 
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© horrible? Nor is this all, adds he, for having reduced 
them to Powder, they afterwards mingle them with 
E Potions, or elſe make a Paſte of them, which they 
give to the People, and by this means enchant them 


< to ſuch a Degree as to run blindly after them and 
& embrace their Doctrine“. 7 / 


AND if we ſurvey the merchandiſing of Souls, what 
a Maſs and Complication of Wickedneſs do we find in 
it? Let it ſuffice here only to take Notice of the Fraud 
and Injuſtice that runs thro' the whole, Hence it is that 
in the Prophecy of the Apoſtate Church, among other 
Crimes found ar the Door of myſtical Babylon, we read 
of her Thefts, Rev. ix. 21. KEF, in the Plural Num- 
ber, to ſignify not only the Multitude of them, but the 
many and various Ways the Romiſh Church has of de- 
frauding and cheating the Nations. This particular 
Charge of the Holy Ghoſt, was doubtleſs deſigned to 
point out not only the open Violence and Robbery of 
the Biſhops and Popes of Rome, in the Plunders and 
© Depredations they have made on their Neighbours, both 
Princes and People, of their Civil Rights and Properties; 
but likewiſe their /piritual and religious Thefts, if I may 
ſo call them; ſuch as their Sacrilege and Simony, the 
infamous Sale of their Pardons and Indulgences, and in 
an eſpecial manner this merchandiſing the Bodies and 
Souls of- Men : Every Penny raiſed that Way, being a 
notorious Violation of the eighth Commandment, and 
their Temples or Churches, where this Traffick is in 
a great Meaſure carried on, thereby rendred Dens of 
Thieves —. 


3. Thirdly, HO W clear and evident does this mer- 
chandiſing the Bodies and Souls of Men, among other 
Proofs, make it, that the Romiſh Church, with the Pope 
at the Head of it, is that Man of Sin, that wicked one 
that was to be revealed, of whom the Apoſtle, in his Pro- 
phecy of the great Apoſtacy of the Chriſtian Church, 
eiycs ſo large and particular an Account in his 2 d. Epiſt. 
0 
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to the The. ii. Chap. Our Proteſtant Divines are ge- 
nerally agreed, that by the Man of Sin here ſpoken of, 
we are not to underſtand, as the Papiſts would have us 
believe, a ſingle Perſon, but a Compages of many, or a 
Syſtem of Men, either exiſting together, or ſucceeding one 
another. Now among other Signs or Indicia of this 
Man of Sin or Antichriſt, here ſer down by the Apoſtle, 


we are told, That his coming ſhould be with all De- 
ceivableneſs of Unrighteouſneſs, iy Tlagn dmary Tis dſinitas, . 


Omni Fraude Injuſtitiz, as one of the Criticks has it; 
Fraude omnis Generis, all kind of Deceit, as another. 
Iniquitas, ſed Myſtica, i. e. Pietatis nomine Palliata ; ſo 
the ordinary Gloſs expoundeth the Place ; an Iniquity 
indeed, but Myſtical, cloaked with the Name of Piety. 
Beza has it, Omni Seduttione Injuſtitiæ, Injuſtice carried 


on with Subtilty ; Unrighteouſneſs covered over with 


Art: or as the Apoſtle elſewhere expreſſes it, he hidden 
Things of Diſboneſty, 2 Cor. iv. 2. 


HOW exactly does the Practice of the Romiſh 
Church expoſed in the Eſſay, anſwer this Prophecy of 
the Apoſtle? For tho' this merchandiſing the Bodies and 


Souls of Men be notoriouſly wicked, the Gain of it dif- 


honeſt, and the Buyers cheated and abuſed ; yet 'tis all 
diſguiſed and covered over with a Pretence of Piety, re- 
ligious Worſhip, and the ſaving of Souls. 


1 Corollary. Hereupon we ſhould never ſpeak or 
think of Popery without an holy Indignation and Ab- 
horrence. If he that touched a dead Body, by the Le- 
vitical Law became unclean ſeven Days; how putid and 
loathſome muſt myſtical Babylon be at this Day, who 
for ſo many Ages has been defiling her ſelf (in a much 


worſe Senſe) with the dead Bodies and Bones of Men? 


Again, if Truth and Juſtice in Trade, give Honour and 
Reputation to the Merchant, and on the other hand, 
Fraud and Couzenage in Dealing render Men vile and 
odious ; how dcteſtable muſt Popery appear in the Eyes 
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of all juſt and good Men, and the Apoſtate Church be 
_ avoided as a common Cheat? | 1 


2 Corollary. With what Diſdain ſhould the Propo- 
ſal of an Union between Proteſtants and Papiſts be re- 
jected on our Part? It is indeed very ſtrange, that ever 
any Proteſtants (if they may be called ſo,) and ſome of 
them Divines too, ſhould project ſuch an Union, and 
argue for it, as a Thing both poſſible and lawful. Sure, 
if theſe Laodiceans had thorowly conſidered the Nature 
of that Idolatry, which the Romiſh Church ſtands con- 
victed of, and how abſolutely inconſiſtent with the fun- 
damental Truths of the Goſpel, her other damnable Doc- 
trines and Superſtitions are; they had never thus fluctu- 
ated between the two Religions, or, as the ſacred Phraſe 
is, halted between two Opinions. A Communion of Light 
with Darkneſs, or a Concord between Chrift and Belial, 
may as ſoon be expected, as a Union between Proteftants 
and Papiſts, ſo long as they adhere to their reſpe&ive 
Principles and Worſhip *. Very awful and decifive are 
thoſe Words of the third Angel, Rev. xiv. 9. and follow- 
ing Verſes, If any Man worſhip the Beaſt, and his I- 
mage, and receive his Mark in his Forehead, or in his © 
Hand, the ſame ſhall drink of the Wine of the Wrath of 
GOD, and the Smoak of their Torment aſcendeth up for 
ever and ever. Upon which Place Mr. Durham, tha 
judicious Expoſitor, lays down this Aſſertion, That a 
„ Papiſt living and dying according to the complex 

ce Principles of the Doctrine and Worſhip that is fol- 
« jowed in Popery, cannot be ſaved, nor expect juſti- 
ce fication before GOD“. 


4. Fourthly, WE hence learn, what brutiſh Folly and 
Infatuation, even Nations may be guilty of, if GOD leave 
25 them 


** 


2» 


* * 


y . in his Letter to the Waldenſes, makes the ſame 
Parallel, and enlarges upon it. Perrin's Hiſtory of the Old al- 


denſes. 0 | 
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them to walk in their own Ways. It is indeed a very 
amazing Thing, and what the Heavens may be aſto- 
niſhed at, That not only the common People of ſo many 
polite Nations, (as France, Spain, and ſtaly, with a 
reat Part of Germany, &c.) but their Princes and No- 


les, their wiſe Men and Scholars, their rich and great 


Men, ſhould for ſo many Ages, one after another, ſuf- 
fer themſelves to be thus grofly gull'd and abuſed, and 
not ſee thro? the Cheat to this Day: or to uſe the Pro- 
phet's Phraſe (in the like Caſe) that they ſhould fo long 
feed of Aſhes, and not be able to deliver their Soul, or 
ſay, Is there not a Lye in my right Hand, Ifa. xliv. 20. 
En! quo Deluſio Romæ, Gentes perduxit miſeras! But 
the Apoſtle has accounted for this very Thing, in his 
Prophecy and Deſcription of Antichriſt, or the Man of 
Sin, 2 Thef. ii. 10, 11. Becauſe they received not the Love 
of the Truth, that they might be ſaved, and had Plea- 
are in Cree: for this Cauſe God ſhall fend 
eluſions that they fhould believe a Lye. _. 


them ſtrong 


Corollary, HOW great and diſtinguiſhing then 
was the Mercy of God to thofe Nations of Europe, who 
were deliver'd from the damnable Deluſions of Po- 
pery, at the Time of the Bleſſed Reformation. The 
evertaſting Goſpel indeed, according to the Viſion of 
John the Divine, Rev. Chap. xiv. was then preached by 
one Angel after another g, to every Nation and Kindred; 
and Tongue and People, that dwelt on the Earth, (i. e. 
throughout all Chriſtendom ; ) but alas! they did not all 
obey the Goſpel, and come out of Babylon: Britain, 


Holland, a great Part of Germany and Switzerland, with 


Geneva, Sweden, Denmark, and fome other Countries, 
were taken, while France, Spaiz, Italy, with the greateſt 
Part 
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+ By thoſe Ax ELS, Mr. Durham, and many other Expoſitors 
underſtand, Luther, Zuinglius, Melanct hon, Juſtus Jonas, Corolaſtadius, 
&c. who firſt began to preach up the Neceſſity of a Reformation: 
This Work was more fully afterwards jointly proſecuted by Calvin, 
Bexa, Peter Martyr, Bucer, Junius, and others. 
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Part of Germany, and many other Nations, were left to 
wallow in the Filth and Mire of Popery, and are pe- 
riſhing in Antichriſtian Darkneſs even to this Day. 
Doubtleſs, there were many Things in Providence that 
concurr'd with, and were ſubſervient to this Diſcrimi- 
nation or Severance which the Goſpel then made among 
the Nations; but finally the Reaſon of it muſt be re- 
ſolved into the good Pleaſure and free Mercy of God. 
«© How comes it”, ſays a great Divine &, That this 
« I//and, meaning Creat-Britain, glories in a Reforma- 
« tion, and Spain ſits ſtill in Darkneſs? Is it becauſe 
« we were better than they, or leſs engaged in Anti- 
“ chriſtian Deluſions? by no Means: No Nation in 
© the World drank deeper of the Cup of Abominations 
« than this; and therefore no other Account can or 
« ought to be given of this Diſpenſation, than what 
<« our bleſſed Saviour renders, for the hiding the My- 
ce ſteries of Salvation from ſome, and revealing them 
ce to others, Even ſo Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy 
« Sight, Mat. xi. 25, 26 


5. Fifthly, WE may hence ſee ſomething of the 
Glory of the Spirit of Prophecy, and the divine Ori- 
ginal of the Apocalypſe, in revealing this Myſtery of 
Iniquity (treated of in the Eflay) ſo many hundred 
Tears before ever it appeared. The Pre-viſion and re- 
vealing of future Events, more eſpecially the Times and 
Changes that are to paſs over the Church of God, and 
among the Nations, long before they come on, is a Pre- 
rogative, which the Omniſcient God appropriates to 
himſelf, in very awful Terms, Iſa. xli. 23. Shew the 
Things that are to come hereafter, that we may know 
that ye are Gods, Chap. xlvi. 9, 10. J am God, there 
is none like me, declaring the End from the Beginning, 
and from antient Times the Things that are not yet 

EE done- 
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Dr. Owen, in a Sermon intituled, A Viſion of unchangeable free 
1 Mercy. 


* 


Bodies and Souls of Men. 33 


done—, John's Baniſhment into Patmos, is generally 
placed in the XIV. Year of the Emperor Domitian, 
which falls in with the Year of our Lord 96: And yet 
how plainly and expreſly does that Spirit, who ſearch- 
eth all Things, yea, the deep Things of God, ſhew unto 
his Servant Fobn, this merchandiſing the Souls and Bo- 
dies of Men, which, as we have obſerved, was not full 

compleated till the 155 Century: But a thouſand Tears 


are as a Day with the Lord, and accordingly the Event 


exactly anſwered the Prophecy. 


6. Sixthly, THIS merchandiſing the Bodies and Souls 


of Men ſhows, of what abſolute Neceſſity it is for 
Churches and Chriſtians to make the Word of God, the 
only Rule of Faith and Worſhip. 


THE early Degeneracy, and after Apoſtacy of the 
Chriſtian Church, has been all along matter of Wonder, 
and is not eaſily accounted for. The Primitive Fathers, 
in the Wricings they have left us, complain of Pride, Co- 
vetouſneſs and Ambition, eſpecially in the Biſhops and 
Paſtors, as the great Cauſe of it: But by the beſt Judg- 
ment I can make from the Nature of the Thing itſelf, 
and the Hiſtory of thoſe 'Times, no one thing proved of 
ſuch fatal Conſequence to the pure Faith and Worſhip of 
the Primitive Chriſtians, as their ſwerving or declining trom 
the Scriptures, and not continuing ſtedfaſtly in the Apo- 
ſtle's Doctrine. Had the Churches been mindful of the 
Words ſpoken to them by the holy Prophets, and of 
the Commandment of the Apoſtles, and touched ever 
new Doctrine and Ritual, by the Law and the Teſtimony ; 
they had not been ſo eaſily impoſed on by thoſe falſe 
Teachers (that aroſe quickly after the Death of the A- 
poſtles) Men that corrupted the Word of God with 
their own Inventions and bold Additions : and great Streſs 
was laid on Traditions, pretended to be from the Apoſtles ; 
ſo that at length the Church forſook the Guide of her 
Youth, and then no Wonder her Houſe inclined to Death, 
and her Paths to the Dead. A Multitude of Errors and 
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| Superſtitions, one after another, (and among the reſt, the 
Popiſh Relicks and Pilgrimages, with the curſed Doctrine 
of Purgatory, treated of in the Eſſay) crept in and de- 
ſtroyed the Purity and Power of that Faith and Worſhip 
once delivered to the Saints. | : | 

THESE Things were firſt introduced and managed 
more Covertly, by Men of Subtilty and Deſign, that 
walked in Craftineſs, and handled the Word of God 
deceitfully : But afterwards the Biſhops of Rome car- 
ried the Work on more openly, and with the utmoſt 
Impudence, aſſuming to themſelves - and their Councils, 


the ſole Power of judging what, or which was Scripture, 


and accordingly took upon them to alter and to amend 
the Scriptures; and determined that the Scriptures were 
not ſufficient without Tradition; and that Apoſtolical 
Traditions were of equal Anthority with the Writings 
of the Apoſtles: And yet all this would not ſerve the 
Turn, fo long as the Fountain was kept open, and Chri- 
ſtians could have Recourſe to the Bible, and thereby diſ- 
cern the vile Abuſes put upon them. And therefore in 
order to compleat the Ruin of the Primitive Faith and 
Worihip, the Romiſh Church at length took away the 
Key of Knowledge, and forbid the Common People the 
Reading of the Scriptures, upon this falſe Principle (among 
others) that Ignorance is the Mother of Devotion f. 


IJ Els great Iniquity of the Church of Rome, has 
been matter of Offence to ſome, even of their own Com- 
munion ; particularly the famous Father Queſuel, who, 

a * 2 in 
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+ The Council of Thealouſe, Anno 1 229, ſtrictly forbid the Laity 
the Uſe of any Books of the Holy Scriprure, except the Pſalms, 
and they are forbidden in the vulgar Tongue. Howel's View of 
the Pentificate. At this Day in Spain, Por;uzal, Italy, and ſome other 
Fopiſh Countries, (where the Merchandiſe of Bodies and Souls is 
principally carried on) a Laymancannot have a Bible in his Houſe 
without a Licence from the Biſhop, or Pariſh-Prieſt. In Spain, 
very few of rhe Clergy have the Bible in their Houfes; and in gene- 


no chey call it a Book of Hereſies, Gavin. 


Bodies and Souls F Men. 


ſince, with great Earneſtneſs, declares againſt forbidding 
Chriſtians the Reading of the Holy Scriptures, eſpecially 
the Goſpel, or keeping it cloſe and bound up in an un- 


known Tongue, as a moſt heinous Sin. His Phraſe in 


Engliſh is, © That they who are guilty of it, do, in 
ce Effect, ſhut the Mouth of Chriſt againſt the People ”. 
But this with many other Orthodox and pious Propoſi- 
tions were condemned at Rome, by the Bull Unigenitus, 
that makes ſuch an Eclat in France at this Day. 


I ſhall now conclude the whole with this one Re- 
mark, That nothing contributed more to the bleſſed Re- 
formation from Popery, than the Tran/lating and Printing 
the Bible in the ſeveral Languages of the Nations *, and 
reſtoring the free Uſe of the Scriptures to the People. And, 
as one of the main Bulwarks of the Proteſtant Churches, 
is their deelaring the Scriptures to be not only a ſufficient, 
but the only Rule of Faith and Worſhip ; ſo we may 
humbly hope, That while they walk according to this 
Rule, under the Care.and Leading of the Great Shepherd, 
they will be kept from Falling, and preſerved Blameleſs 
to the Coming of our Lord Feſus Chriſt; to whom be 
Glory for ever and ever. Amen. | 


* tl 8 
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* Before the Invention of Printing, which was about Anno 1430, 
a Bible writ fair on Velum or Parchment, coſt 400 Crowns; and 
upon the firſt Impreſſion, they were ſold for 4 Crowns apiece, and 
at length for one. See the Philoſophica! Tranſa#im;, and Branat's 
Hiſtory of the Reformation in Holland. 
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in his admirable Theſes, publiſhed about twenty Tears 


BOOKS Sold by Jos. Dow NIN G, in Bartho- 
jomew-Cloſe, near Weſt-Smithfield. 


Short Refutation of the principal Errors of the 
Church of Rome: W hereby a Proteſtant of a 
mean and ordinary Capacity may be enabled to de- 
fend his Religion againſt the moſt ſubtle Papiſt. 

A Dialogue betwixt a Proteſtant Miniſter, and a 
Romiſh Prieſt : Wherein is ſhewed, That the Church 
of Kome is not the only true Church; and that the 
Church of Enzland is a found Part of the Catholick 
Church of Chriſt. By the Author of the Husband- 
man's Manual. | | 
Popery diſplay'd: Or, the Church of Rome deſcribed 
in its true Colours. Being a faithful Deſcription of 
the Romiſh Religion, and Compariſon of it with the 
Reformed : Shewing the Proteſtant Religion to be the 
lafe Way to Heaven, and that of Rome the moſt unſafe 
and dangerous. For a Warning to thoſe who would 
be ſaved, to ſeparate themſelves from that corrupted 
Church. 
The Maxims of the Popiſh Policy in England; with 
the Means to ſtop its Progreſs. To which is added, an 
Abſtratt of ſeveral Letters written by the Reverend 
Dr. Talbot; iu which mauy of the Artifices ufed by 
the Popiſh Miſſionaries are detected. e 
Ihe Hiſtory of the Inquiſition, with an Account of 
the Cruelties exerciſed therein. Written by one of th 
Secretaries to the Inquiſition. 85 

A faithful Account of the Cruelties done to the 
Proteſtants on Board the French King's Galleys, on 
the Account of the Reformed Religion, 
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other of the Church of Rome. 
A. Specimen of Papal and French Perſecution; as alſo 


of the Faith and Patience of the late French Confeſſors 


and Martyrs. 
The Country Parſon's Admonition to his Pariſhion- 


ers againſt Popery. With Directions to behave them- 


ſelves, when any one deſigns to ſeduce them from the 
Church of England. By Dr. Aſheton. 


An Abftratt of the Hiſtory of the cruel Sufferings 


of the bleſſed French Martyr Louis de Marolles, from 
his Condemnation to the Galleys, to his Death in the 
Dungeon. Tranſlated from the French. To which 
is added, a Relation of the Barbarities lately exerciſed 
toward ſeveral eminent Perſons at Montaubon. | 
An Account of the Sufferings and Death of the 
faithful Martyr Mr. Iſaac le Fevre, an Advocate of Par- 
liament, who after 18 Years Impriſonment died a Slave 
in the French King's Galleys. 

An Account of the Converſion of Francis de Chalus de 
la Motte, and all his Family, to the Reformed Reli- 
gion. By way, of Anſwer to a Friend, Wherein he 
ſhews what induced him, together with his Wife, his 
Siſter, his Couſin and his Servant, to abjure the Ro- 
miſh Religion. nk 

The Marquis de Langallery's Reaſons for renouncing 
the Romiſh Religion. | 

Irreſiſtible Evidence againſt Popery, in a Letter to 
a Friend. By William Huddleſton, formerly a Bene- 


dictine Miſſionary, and now a Miniſter of the Church 


of England. | 
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Queſtions and Anſwers concerning the two Reli- Ml 
gions; viz. That of the Church of England, and the 
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